
Standardised Instructions 

The experimenter will ask you to take a seat and adjust the chair so that your chin is comfortably 
sitting at the chin rest and your forehead is leaning against the upper bar [of the chin rest]. Please take 
time to assume a comfortable position, as we will ask you to stay in the fixed position and not move 
for a long period of time during the experiment.   

In the experiment, you will be using this controller. You will use these two buttons —button [1] and 
button [2] — to provide responses.  When the experiment begins you will be shown a scene 
illuminated by a light; this is the target light.  Then there will be two subsequent scenes each 
illuminated by a comparison light. You are asked to signal which of the two comparison lights is most 
like the target light, using the two buttons. Press button [1] if the first comparison light is most similar 
to the target light. Press button [2] if the second comparison light is most similar to the target light. 

Each trial will be preceded by two beeps. Then the scene with the target light will be presented.  A 
further beep will occur before each comparison light scene. Then the screens will turn black. At this 
point you should respond if the first or the second comparison light was most similar to the target 
light. You can take as much time as you need to respond. The next trial will begin immediately after 
your response.   

If the new trial has not yet started and you find yourself looking at a black screen, this means that your 
response has not been recorded. In that case, just press the button indicating your response again and 
the new trial should start immediately.  

Let’s now do a short training set of trials to familiarize you with the task. In the experiment, we will 
ask you to wear this eye-patch over your left eye and we will monitor your right eye using the eye 
tracker. To get used to this, we will ask you to wear the eye-patch during the training as well.  To start 
the training press button 4.  

[Experimenter starts the trial for the appropriate condition]  

The experiment should take about 45 minutes. At the beginning of the experiment, we will perform 
the calibration and validation for the eye tracker. We will repeat the calibration and validation every 
100 trials. You will know it’s time to repeat the calibration because you will hear a voice saying ‘time 
for calibration’. It is extremely important that you try not to move your head in between calibrations - 
that is, from the moment the calibration starts to the end of that section of the experiment. When we 
pause and before we do a new calibration you will be able to move your head and take a break for 
however long you need.  

Also, try not to blink within the actual trial. Please try to blink only when the trial is over and you’re 
getting ready to respond (by clicking button 1 or 2).  

At the end of the experiment you will hear 4 beeps and a voice saying ‘Experiment Finished’.  

To start the experiment press button 4.  

During the calibration breaks, please signal to the experimenter if you would like to take a longer 
break. Also remember that you can always decide to withdraw from the study. This can be done at 
any time.   

Do you have any questions? 


